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Thank you for accompanying us on Mission #21 and making it a wonderful experience! Please accept this book
as a token of our appreciation. It was our privilege to share this day and many experiences with you. The photos
that you submitted with your application appear in this book and your Veteran experiences have been placed
into it to capture your place in our history.

“It is never too late to thank a Veteran”

- Mid-Michigan Honor Flight Board of Directors:

Robert Green Kathy Barnes Lori Thueme Brenda Gibson
Kenneth Rizzio Gary Wendlowsky Heather Green John Jury

CJ Monsivais Allen Sutherby Michael Wheaton Mark Juday
Lynn Miller Renee Haley Justina Hlavka Jason Heilig

James Swoboda
Support Staff: Lori Swoboda, Pamela Basal

Flight Support: Allen Sutherby, CJ Monsivais, Ashley Hall, Sean Wethington, Amanda Helmer
Jacob Buse, Terrance Vogel, Kevin Thiel

Photographers: James Swoboda, Justina Hlavka

Design & printing of this book was done by Revolution Design and B & B Printing
in Traverse City, Ml. Thank you Billand Amy! Official Hub of the
Honor Flight ® Network
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First and foremost, we remember, thank, and praise every Veteran that has ever served, sacrificed, and defended
our Nation and our Freedoms! The Board of Directors of Mid-Michigan Honor Flight would like to take a moment
and offer a Special “Thank You” to the volunteers, donors, and businesses that made Mission #21 a success.

Our Hero Honorees, and their Guardians were treated to “The Trip of a Lifetime”. This first-class event was made
possible by the dedication and hard work of the Mid-Michigan Honor Flight Board of Directors and our Flight
Support Staff. To our many Volunteers, MMHF gratefully acknowledges your time, dedication, and hard work, we
could never complete a Mission without you.

Our Special thanks to: Gerald Ford Airport employees, Traverse City Golf and Country Club, Grand Traverse
Veterans Cup Hockey Tournament, the Meijer Family Foundation, 5 Star Printing, Coins with Pride, B and B Printing,
Project Hero Hugs, the Les and Anne Biederman Foundation, Holes 4 Heavens Heroes, T. & C. Mulford, A. DiPoala,
and all of our other Donors.

The number of hours put into a single Honor Flight Mission is mind-boggling. Between 2,000 and 2,500 volunteer
hours were dedicated to making Mission #21 a resounding success. Our Staff and Volunteers again delivered the
Trip of a Lifetime to our Veteran Honorees! Our simple directive “What is the best choice for our Veterans” drives
us to make every Mission better than the last. We are able to make each Mission come together because of the
generous and loving commitment that everyone contributes to our Nations Heroes.
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Marines. Vietnam.
July 28, 1968 - July
29, 1972. Sgt. | was
a radio operator,
grunt in Vietnam.
When | got back |
went to York Town,
VA to the Naval
Weapons Station,
where | served
security. Purple
Heart & Navy
Commendation
Medal.



Army. Vietnam. 1965 - 1985. SFC. In Vietnam | was Airborne
Infantry. Then | became a cook & for the majority of the time

| was food service. | cooked for generals and officers. Vietham
Campaign Medal, Army Commendation Medal.



Army. Korea. September 9, 1954
enlisted; released from active duty
June 1957; released from reserve
obligation September 8, 1962. | was
with the Army Security Agency.
After training, | was in Okinawa for
two years. | worked with classified
information. Good Conduct, Medal
Award: Marksman (Carbine)



Air Force. Vietnam. January 8, 1972 - July 30, 1976,
Sgt Hospital Administration January 2, 1978 -

June 23, 1995, SMSGT Sellect Recruiting Service
Avionic Radar Tech (Supervisor), Supt Air Force Job
Classification Section, MI. AF. Recruiting Operation
Supervisor, MI. AF. Advertisement NCOIC,
Classification Supervisor, MI. AF Recruiting Service F
Flight Supervisor, USAF Recruiter. Senior Master Sgt.
Select. 1st four years worked at hospital at Oscoda.
After a year of college | re-upped and worked
Electronics-worked on aircraft systems-radar
navigation. with the 8th Air Force, in Barksdale,
Louisiana. Then | became a recruiter. Regular
recruiting, supervisor, advertising in recruiting.

In charge of job classifications in San Antonio.
Operation NCO in Detroit and Lansing. In charge
of the NEPS sites. Awards: 3 Meritorious Service
Medals, 3 Accommodation Medals,1 Presidential
Unit Awards, Vietnam Service Ribbon, 4 Good
Conduct Ribbons, Marksman Ribbon, Iraq Service
Ribbon, 3 USAF Recruiting Silver Star Medals.



Army. Vietnam.



10

Army. Vietnam. March
1969 - December 1970.
Spec. 4. Infantryman.



Army. WW 1.
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Army. Vietnam. 1968 - 1971. E-5 Sgt.

| did a couple different things. | went
to Fort Knox for basic. In Vietnam |
was assigned to 11th Light Infantry
Brigade. As time went on during my
year, | realized there was no end in
sight. It was disorganized for us, as we
didn't have any ideal who the enemy
was. During the day it was different
than it was during the night. If the
sun came up in the morning | was still
alive. After | came back, | was put on
Body Escort. | worked on this for six
months. | went all over the country
doing this. Vietham Campaign Medal
and assorted Vietham medals.



Army. Vietnam. January 1971 -
December 1973; Reserves January
1974 - 1995. S. Korea, also Ordinance
Detachment EOD Commander, Ft. Sill,
Ok, in Germany during Desert Storm.
Pentagon during Hurricane Andrew.
Red Stone Arsenal & Aberdeen Driving.
Ground major clean-up of chemical
weapons sending a white cloud 45,000'
in the air. Burning 20,000 WP rifle
grenades. ARCOM, NASM, AFEM.
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Air Force.
Vietnam.



Army. Vietnam.
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Army, Air Force. Vietnam. Army
November 1969 - 1972, Air Force 1972 -
1976. E-4 SPC, Army E-5 Staff Sgt. In the
Army, | went to Vietnam. | was supply.
After my 1st deployment | was sent

to Germany. | worked for the 8 Inf. |
worked G-2, Army Intelligence. | worked
directly with the Major. In the Air Force,
| adjutant. My first assignment was at
Lowry near Denver Colorado. | worked
for the IG-Inspector General. | also
worked for the base commander, a two
star general, General Pattlo. | was sent
to Florida, the 31st Tact Fighter Wing

at Holmsted AFB. | worked directly
with the Wing Commander-a full bird
colonal. After that | went to a short
term assignment at Galena, Airport.

| ran a small post office that was a
courier service. Then | went to Rutgers
Universary in NJ. | was assigned to
485th Air Force ROTC Detachment.
Vietham Campaign Medal in the Army

| received the Air Force Commendation
Medal, from the Air Force.



Air Force. Vietnam. Sep 1, 1964 - Aug 31, 1968.

E-4 Sgt. Teletype & Crypto Maint. Comm Center,
Installing. | was trained to repair all of the teletype
and crypto gear. | was sent to Japan and we installed
com centers. Afterwards, | was sent to Offutt SAC
Headquarters. | received two medals, good conduct
and one for marksman.
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Navy. Vietnam. March 1968 -
December 1971. CS 3. Received
Service Award.



Army. Korea. February 1955 to January
1957. SPC 4. Trained as a Tanker on an M48

tank at Fort Knox. I fired the guns on them.

| served in Korea for 13 months, stationed
with the 24th Infantry Division. We were
right up at the DMZ, serving as security if
the North Koreans ever started it up again.
From December of 1955 and returned
home on a ship and on Jan. 22nd of 1957,
you were discharged at Fort Sheridan,
lllinois. In Korea, | was a Tank Driver the
tank M46 (a newer tank).lt had two 30 cals
and a 50 cal on top. It had a 90mm shells.
It was a big one! You never wanted to
stand behind it when they shot them off!!
| received the Good Conduct Medal.
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Navy. Korea. May

16, 1958 - July 31,
1959. EM2, E-5. It was
during peacetime
but with the trouble
in Beirut and Egypt,
we were at sea and
could see the shore
where the British
were bombing. We
were there to rescue
Americans, about a
mile off shore. We
were schedule for an
18month cruise but
it took 36 months to
complete the mission.



Army. Vietnam. August 1964 - August 1967. E-5 SPC-5. Dental
Hygienist. Riflemen award, Distinguished Good Conduct
medal. | got to see Paris, France and traveled a lot. We were
in charge of NATO Headquarters people-coming into our
dispensary. While at the dispensary we wore white medical
clothing and couldn’t wear our uniforms. | was under a
Colonel Jeminez. He later became head, Attorney General of
the Dental detachment at Washington DC.
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Army. Vietnam.
December 7, 1965 -
December 1, 1967.



Army. Korea. 10/12/1956-10/11/62. E-3 PFC. Light Vehicle
Driver Radar Plotter.
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Army. Vietnam. 1965
-1967. Spc 5. Army
Accommodation Medal.



Marines. Vietnam.
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Army. Vietnam.



Air Force.
Vietnam. August
11, 1969 - August
10, 1973.
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Navy. Vietnam. November 3, 1958 -
September 22, 1962.



Army. Vietnam. September 10, 1969
- September 11, 1971. E 5. Honorable
Discharge. Purple Heart, Bronze Star,
Combat Infantry Medal.
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Army. Vietnam. July 12, 1966 - July 11, 1968.



Army. Vietnam. 1965 - 1967. SPC-4.
Infantry in the Big Red 1. He was on the
ground in Vietnam and he was a radio
man. He was injured when he was
shot. Purple heart, Vietnam Campaign
medal.
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Army. Vietnam. September 1, 1965 - August 20, 1967.
Sp. 4. 63C20 Track Mack. | saw a lot of the country.



Army. Vietnam. 1969 - 1970. E-4 SPC-
4. | was in motor pool. | took care of

a 155 Self Propelled Howitzer. | was
mechanic for the top half-a gun turret
mechanic. When [ first got there, |

was sent out to a base our in the
boonies-it was called the Sugar Mill.
We could see all the way around from
our set up. You couldn't see anything
except sugar cane & rice paddies. It
was the first place | went to. On this
road, there were rice paddies and on
the other side was sugar cane. Every
morning the villagers would have to
walk through perimeter every day to
come and go to work in the sugar mill.
The kids would talk to us & we'd give
candy to the kids & we'd give cigarettes
& food to the villagers. Usually it's
only military that could go in there

but this was out in the field and they
had no other way to go to work. It

had constintina wire and our hooches
along the way & they would just come
and go. My mom use to send me a
care package every month. To this day,
| still don't know how they got it there,
so fresh? Mom sent me pound bags of
M&Ms & green grapes. Some how they
got to me in great condition. | received
the Vietham Campaign Medal & a
second medal for serving over there.
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Navy. Vietnam.



Army. Vietnam. August 1968 - August
1974. In Vietnam January 1969 -

April 1970. SPC-4 E-4. | was artillery.

| was an assistant gunner on a 155
mm howitzer-towed split trail. | was
on that for a few months. | was in
Charlie Battery, 2nd & 17th Field
Artillery. We were refitted 105mm
towed split trail. | was gunner on

that for the rest of my tour. We were
air mobile. We were helicoptered

into our landing zones. Vietnam
Campaign medal, received Army
Commination Medal with a V devise
for Valor. | wrote a book about my
experiences in Vietnam. It's called “40
Years to Clarity”. I'm in the middle of
writing my second book.
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Army. Vietnam. December 8, 1967 -
December 7, 1973. Assignment 199 INF
BDE USARV Medals and Badges: National
Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service
Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal, Army
Commendation Medal, Good Conduct
Medal, Combat Infantryman Badge.



Marines. Vietnam.
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Army. Vietnam. August 1968 - March
1970.



Army. Vietnam. Sp4.
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Navy. Vietnam.



Navy. WW II. 1946 - 1948. Seaman. USS
Antiam CV-36.
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Army. Vietnam.



Army. Vietnam. Inducted in January 1966,
Basic, AIT @ Fort Campbell, 27th. Combat
Engineers. Vietnam from August 1966 -
August 1967. Returning from Vietnam, |
went to Fort Riley. E-4 SPC-4. | served with
the combat engineers. | drove truck and
front end loaders with 11 Armored Cav.
We made sure that they got where they
had to go. We worked on roads and air
strips. We even were building a base camp
for the Green Beret. They were supposed
to be the first ones there, but we were

there before them building the base camp.

We built the base camp using connex and
it was all underground. Vietham Campaign
Medal and others.
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Navy. Vietnam. March 1961 - March 1, 1965. Second Class

Petty Officer. Aircraft Mechanic. Flying on and off a carrier.
Vietham Exp. Medal - Vietnam Service Medal - Sea Service
Medal, Good Conduct Medal - Shellback Ribbon.



Army. Vietnam. April 1968-Feb 1969, Vietnam
End of service August 12, 1970. CWO-2. | went
to flight school, then they picked me to go to
Cobra school for an extra three weeks. | went
to school for a total of 37 weeks. AH-1G was
the Cobra School where | became a Cobra
Helicopter pilot. National Defense Medal, Good
Conduct Medal, Army Aviator Badge, Vietnam
Services Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal, Two
Distinguished flying Crosses, Purple Heart, Army
Commendation Medal Awarded for Valor. Air
Medal with 15 Oak Leaf Clusters.
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Navy. Vietnam.



Army. Vietnam. May 12,
1969 - June 19, 1972.

E-4, Spc. 4. 63B20 Wheel
Vehicle Mechanic. Spent
time in Berlin, Germany.
Got married to my
girlfriend from East Jordan
and had my eldest son in
Germany.
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Army. Vietnam. August 1959 - August 1961.
SPC 4. Started out after basic. Artillery
training command. After training they kept
some of us back to train troops coming up
behind us. We were at Fort Sill. | was moved
to become First Sgt’s clerk. | enjoyed the job.
| got a Good Conduct Medal.



Army. Vietnam. | went into the Army October 1966. | to Vietnam:
October 1967 - October 1968. Upon completion of Vietnam, | received
an honorable discharge. E-5 SPC 5. | was sent to medical training and
| became a medic at Fort Sam Houston in Texas. In Vietnam | was

a combat medic and | wa s with an infantry battalion. When | was

a medic over there, we were on a search & clear mission. | was 20
years old. We came upon a village-and a little boy came & told me,
mama-san having a baby. | went with him and found her having a
baby in in a grass hut on a dirt floor. Then snipers started shooting
at us from across the river. The captain came to me before the
delivery and asked what we were going to do? | stayed there & told
the captain, if anyone get hurt to let me know. He called in artillery
and | could hear the shells whistling over head while | was delivering
the baby. | delivered a baby boy. We loaded her into the medivac
helicopter & sent her to a hospital in Chulai. | earned the bronze star
for valor with a V device on it, because of this delivery. Later we were
supposed to go to Cambodia and as a medic | was supposed to take
supplies but the supplies | had, were next to non-existent. | spent
almost a month gathering supplies from various clinics and hospitals,
so we'd be equipped to go on this mission. At the last minute, they
cancelled Cambodia and because | worked hard to make sure we
were equipped, | was given a second bronze star. | went to Australia
for R&R. We flew from Camron Bay to Darwin, Australia. We flew on a
commercial 707. We went to the northern tip to refuel. We then flew
from Darwin to Sydney. The Australians were great people! It was

a wonderful trip. After experiencing Australia | checked how much
leave time | had. | had a week so | requested going back to Australia,

| was told that I'd have to have a pass port & a Visa. So | received my
documents & when the leave started | went to the Australian Embassy
to get the Visa. Travel ended up not working out so after waiting for
my flight for two days, | hopped a military flight & ended up in Taipai,
Taiwan! Had a wonderful time & ate the best pizza | ever had.
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Air Force. Vietnam.



Army. Vietnam.
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Navy. Korea. March 9, 1952 -
February 9, 1960. AE2. Aviation
electrician (AE2 Rank) Aircraft
maintenance. Good Conduct
Medal.



Marines. Vietnam. 1968 - 1974.
Radio Operator. Ever step on a
booby trap? National Defense,
Combat Action, UNS, UNC, VC of
Gallantry, UN Civilian Cross of
Gallantry.
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Army. Vietnam. 1972-1975
plus 1 year reserve.




Army. Vietnam. November 14,1966 - Nov 14,
1968. Spec 4. Military Police on an Army Base,
Stationed at Fort Lee, VA. In 1967-68 we had
riots in DC every weekend. They protested
when Martin Luther King Jr was assassinated.

They burned 1200 buildings in Washington, DC.

We were in DC within 5 hours after his death.
| was there 13 nights and that weekend, there
were over 30,000 troops - Army & Marines

- there and we saved the White House & the
Capitol Building. | traveled in a van that had a
portable jail in it and we traveled all Virginia,
West Virginia and the northern half of North
Carolina and we picked up AWOL military
personnel. We took them to Fort Eustis,
Virginia, near New Port News and put them
in the stockade. | worked security detail for
the burial ceremony at Arlington for Robert
Kennedy Sr. Our job was to keep the people
who were in boats on the Potomac River, in
their boats. There were so packed in to watch
the procession crossing the river.
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Marines. Vietnam. Aug 1969-May 1971. E-3
LCPL. We were the last combat unit in the
bush. We were the last Marines to fight
there. We went from fire fight to civilians
in five days. They sent us home on a slow
ship, because we needed to decompress.
We lived in the villages with the villagers.
The CPL ran our KAG unit. | was second

in command as a LCpl. We protected the
civilians and trained them to fight with us.
It was interesting living with the villagers.
We got to know their culture & we enjoyed
our time with them. Our group was only
there four months. Vietnam Campaign
Medal & various medals.



Navy. Vietnam. August 1968
- April 1970. Fireman E3.

| saw some of the world |
would not have seen.
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Air Force. Viethnam.



Air Force. Vietham.
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Navy. Vietnam. August
1966 - April 1970.



Army. Vietnam. March 68 -
December 1970.
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Army. Vietnam. October 1969 to Vietnam
1970. Early separation May 9, 1971. E-4 SPC
4. | was in artillary. | lost a lot of hearing
due to that. | was on a self propelled 175
Howser. that would shoot 22 miles. We did
a lot of raids. We covered for RVN people
& our people. We covered a lot for convoys
coming through Black Mountain pass.
Vietham Campaign Medal, Vietnam Service
Medal, National Defense Service Medal
and the Good Conduct Medal.



Army. Vietnam.
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Marines. Vietham.



Army. Vietnam. May 20, 1971 - May
19, 1977. Spc. 4 Infantryman 11C20.
Infantryman 11C10 then forward
observer 11C20. | am now retired.

| retired in December 2012. | was
an automation engineer and

in sales. | finished my career
automating all of Fastenal Industries
Distribution Centers and | did all

of the Sortation Equipment for 10
Amazon Distribution Centers.
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Army. Vietnam.



Navy. Korea. 1955 - 1959. EN-3 (Engineman
3rd. Class). We had diesel engines so |
learned, some repairs, | worked mainly in the
engine room. | spent a year in Hawaii on the
the USS Finch DER 328. We were between
conflicts so not much was going on.
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Army, Coast Guard. Vietnam. 1972-
1974. SPC-4. | was a truck and tank
mechanic. | received sharpshooter
medal. | was sent to Germany. Our
platoon took a weeklong trip down the
Danube River. We did another field trip
to Nuremburg and saw the “burning of
the castle.”



Army. Vietnam.
Sergeant. Linked

with Army Rangers.

Rare Army Air
Medal, 100+ hours
in helo. Bronze
Star, cross of valor.
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Air Force. Vietnam.



Navy. Vietnam.
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Army. Vietnam.



Army. Vietnam.
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Army and

then Army
National Guard.
Vietnam. E4.
Tank mechanic.
Spent some
timein
Germany.



Army. Vietnam.
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Army. Vietnam. June
1972 - December 1992.



Army. Vietnam.
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Army. Vietnam. February 4, 1970 - February 8, 1973. SPC-
5. 1 was a helicopter mechanic-68 E-20. Propeller & rotor
repairman. In Vietnam cross trained for turbine & engine
repair, basically replacing the turbine engines. We had a
mortar attack when | was doing turbine repair. | went to
Sydney, Australia for R&R when | was in country. Met one
of my buddies from AIT training in Sydney & we had a
good time for the week that we were there together again.
After Vietnam | was married and we went to Texas to Fort
Hood or the remainder of my enlistment. | met my wife
on a blind date before | shipped out to Vietham. We wrote
lots and lots of letters to get to know each other & then

| married her when | got back from Vietnam. We've been
married 54 wonderful years!
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Navy. Vietnam. Active Duty Navy February 1967 -
March 1969, Naval Reserves October 1965 - Ret.
March 1, 1989. E-4 PO-3. During active duty, | was
teletype communications yeoman, the base was
at Binh Thuy, on the Bosic River in the Mei Kong
Delta. We had a support team there, where they
maintained the river boats. My original enlistment
was two years active where | spent 18 months

in Vietnam. | extended that an extra 30 days.
Following the end of my enlistment | went into
reserves. In | worked as a yeoman | worked at the
admins office and maintained enlisted service
records. | worked in the office and worked payroll.
| later became supervisor of the unit. | had to
select department heads. Eventually we got an E-7
in to take charge of the unit. | had several jobs-on
the shipboard unit-like a department head. Every
drill weekend | ran the admins office. When | first
went on active duty-1 went to communications
school in Norfolk, VA. For my dream sheet orders-
three of us received orders to Saigon. We had

to attend three weeks of survival school. That
was at Little Creek, VA. The three of us went to
Saigon on a commercial flight. Once we arrived in
country, we were split up to three different bases.
| later was back with one of them. We listened to
Armed Forces Radio and Adrian Cronauer. “Good
Morning Vietnam!” Robin Williams did a great
portrayal of him! Vietnam Campaign Medal-two
medals. Our unit received the unit citation award.
| have the good conduct medal. All my markings
on my uniform are in gold.
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Army. Vietnam. July
1964 - March 1987.



Air Force. Vietnam.
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Welcome Home

I watched a young soldier take his seat on the plane.
The guy by the window said, “son what’s your name?”

He said, “Hi I’m Jimmy, just back from overseas
and when these boots touch down in Texas, I’m gonna drop to my knees.

Because | ain’t seen my wife in 18 months and 14 days.”
The man smiled at him and said, “well let me be the first to say:

Welcome Home, Welcome Home,

It’s good to have you back where you belong.
You fought hard for this land you love,
and I thank you for all of us.

We’re proud to call you one of our own,
welcome home.”

Then the man looked away and said, “I know how you must feel.
I spent two long years in Vietnam and | got back to Jacksonville.
There were protest sign and picket lines and some girl spit in my face.
Hey | was just a kid tryin’ to make this world a safe place.”

Then his voice started trembling, in his eyes | saw a tear.
He said, “I didn’t need a hero’s welcome but it’d been sure nice to hear...

Welcome Home, Welcome Home,

It’s good to have you back where you belong.
You fought hard for this land you love,
and I thank you for all of us.

We’re proud to call you one of our own,
welcome home.”

Well the band was playin,
and the crowd was cheering,
as we came walking through that gate.
Then the soldier stopped and turned to the man
standing near him,
he saluted him and said, “Sir | know it’s a little late but...

Welcome Home, Welcome Home,

It’s good to have you back where you belong.
You fought hard for this land you love,
and | thank you for all of us.

We’re proud to call you one of our own,
Welcome home.......”
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